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REMARKS 



Witl^oui acqDicsciog to ilie propriety ol ihe rejeciions in tlie OfUce Action dated April 2004, 
clinVnti 1 unci 2 have been nmcniJcJ, imd new chum 32 hiis been added, linlry of Lhcsc amcndmcnLii, 
rcconsidei-aiion olihe application, and nllowaace ofall claims pending Iweiii is respectfully requested in 
view ol'lhe rcfiuirks bcltiw. Cliiiras 1-3, 5-14. 21 02 arc now pending. 

Applicant gaiefully acknowledtt<is Ih'^ allowance of claiins 25-31, and Ihe condiliunal ullowuncc 
of claims 5, 6, 8, Q, 1 1, 13, 23 and 24 Upon ibem being rcwritien into indcpcndcnl forni to include all of 
Ibe limiwiiorisj or.lhc base claim imd !iny inlcrvcnin^t chiims. 

!i 103 Rcjeclions ; 

Chiinis 1-3, 1, 10, 14 aiul 21-22 stand rcjocled under 35 IJ.S.C. § 103(a) as being unptitcnlablc 
over Maries (U.S. Patent No. 4,758, 1 02). Claini i has been amended lo incorporjlc allowable claim 23. 
Thus, claim I is believed lobe iillowalije nlDiij/ vi idi ihc dcpondcnl claima which are believed to he 
allowable for ihe same reasons and for Ihcir own addilional features. 

Amended claim I recilefi, mhfr alUu on inlcrfacc plate configured lo be secured to an upi^r (ace of 
the ski and lo receive si iw picuu nnd a heel piece of a s:ilery binding. n>e intcilace plate includes u 
sliilcway configured Lo engage a projecting pan of a lower part of a loc piece and a second projecting part 
of LI lower part of a heel piece. Also included is a secoiul ivccss having means for adjusting at least one of 
the roe piece and llie heel piece from a first position to a second position lo lidjusl the binding Lo a length of 
a boOL The means for adjusting includes meons for incremcnlally adjusting the toe piece ftnd/or the hc*al 
piece. 

Murks discloses a water ski which Itas a binding attachable In an upper snrlace thereof The 
binding includes a baseplate havinp, a pairof Imcks thereon which are con/loured loi"eccivc a foot 
receiving member. Tlte Olliec Acllon alleges lliai Lhe features ofclaim 1 are discla^ed hy N4arks except 
for a sJideway for receiving u heel jsortion which ihc Office Action alleges would be obvious in view of an 
alleged slideway for receiving a toe portion disclosed in Mai'ks. However, there is no disclosure in Marks, 
or allegation of such disclosure in lite Office Action, ofa second recess which includes means for 
lonBiiudinallyadjusiingu IOC piece and/or a heel piece from a first pnsilion lo a second pc»silion lo adjust a 
binding to a lenglh ofa boot. Further, Ihere is no diselosui-e, leaeliintj or suggestion of the means for 
adjusting including means for increinL-niiilly adjusting the toe piece and/or the heel piece. Accordingly, 



L- the feaiuics ofclaim 1 of Ihe pre.'wnt application are not disclosed, taught, or suggested by Marks, 
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claim I cannot be obvinvu^ over ihis reference. Thus, cliiim 1 is believed lo be allowable along with the 
dependent c]u\mf^ which ure believed (u be allownhle lor the same req^ons and (or their own addilinnul 
ley lures. 

Cloini 12 Inlands rejeclcd under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being obvious over Marks in view or 
Biindschuli ct 2il. (U.S. Paieni No. 4,279,048). Claim 12 depends on claim I and it; believed lo be 
allowable lor ihe siimc reasons as claim 1 described and for Its own addilionnl fouures. 

Also, claim 32 has been added per the condiiional allowance of cUiim 1 and the Examiners' 
Statement of Reasons (hr Allowance in Ihc OlTiec Action in which the Hxaminer siiiics lhal ilic prior art 
does di.selONe w *'selcclivcl/* udjiisUiblc binding inierthce plarc configiinuion for accommodating^ boovs of 
di ITcreni. 5»i/cs, rhi.s chnm is believed to be allo\v'2ib]e for Ihe rensons described above for claim I and ihe 
CxaiTiiners' SUilemenl of Reasons lor Allowance, and no new matter has been added. 
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CONCLITSTON 



In view o|*<lie above iimcndmeat and reinurks, applicants rcspcci I ully request allowance of all 
chiimij pending herein. 

If aldcphonc conference would be of assistance in advancing pro&eculion of die suhjeci 
applicaiion, ihe lixamincr is inviled to telephone ihe undersigned ailtuTiey aL die leleplione number 
provided. 



Daied: June 20, lOW 

ilPSlJN ROTIIKNUERC FARl-KY & MESH I, i\L\ 

S Columbia Circle 
Albany, New York 12203 
Telephone: (5 1 R) 452-5600 
Inicsiniile: (5 1 8) 452-5579 
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Respactfully subminetJ, 




Vicioj* A. Curdona, Esq. 
Alloniey for Applicani(s) 
Regisii-aiion No. -14,589 




